
 

  

Snap&Read (Chromebook Extension) 
What Does it Do? 

• This extension allows students to interact with documents by taking notes on them, 
creating outlines based on the document, simplifying vocabulary, and more.  

• This extension is helpful for both reading and writing.  

Getting Started 
• Enable Snap&Read: In Google Chrome, select the Snap&Read icon  in the 

extension bar (located alongside your search/URL bar at the top of the browser). In the 
dropdown menu, select the switch to the right of “Snap&Read” to turn on the extension.   

• For a typed document or web-based text:  

o Read text aloud: Select the “Speak” icon  in the icons bar and then click 
where you want to start reading. Click anywhere on the page to stop reading.  

o Simplify vocabulary: Highlight what you want to be simplified and select the 

“Simplify vocabulary” icon  from the extension bar.  
 In a typed document, the simplified version shows in a pop-up window 
 In a web-based document, the simplified words will be italicized. You can 

hover over the italicized words for more definitions.  
o Translate: Go to the extension bar and select the Snap&Read icon, then select 

“Options” and then “Translate into” and select your language. Then highlight the 

text you wish to be translated and select the “Translate” icon .  

o Color overlay: Select the “Color overlay” icon  and hover the cursor over the 
text to create a contrast between the line you are reading and lines above and 
below it.  

o Remove distractions: Go to the extension bar and select the Snap&Read icon 
and select “Remove Distractions” to take away distracting colors, links, formats, 
and fonts. 

o Outlines: Select the “Show outlines” icon . Select the “+” icon to start a new 
outline.  

 Create your own outline by typing notes as you read, and the extension will 
create bullet points.  



 

  

 To access outline templates select the “+” icon, select the “More actions” 

icon  and “Add Outline Template.” 
 To highlight text from what you are reading and insert it into your outline, 

select the “Capture text” icon  and select the text you want to insert. 
 You may also add sources by selecting “Sources” and selecting the “+” icon 

to manually add a new source.  
• For text that is NOT typed documents or web-based, such as an image or PDF:  

o Select the “Screenshot reader” icon and a sight-like overlay will appear.  

 
o Move the center dot to the top left corner of your document and click once.  
o Pull to the opposite corner (Including all that you want captured) and click again.  

 
o Now you will be able to use the “Speak” and “Color overlay” features.  
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