
 

  

Livescribe Echo Smartpen 
What Does it Do? 

• The Livescribe Echo smartpen allows students to take notes in a notebook as they 
normally would, but with a few extra features such as audio recording and a digital 
transfer. The smartpen gives students different ways to learn and absorb 
information while writing.  

• This device is most useful for note-taking in school.  

On What Systems/Devices is it Compatible?  
• The desktop software allows for saving, organizing, and playing back interactive 

notes from your computer. 
o Windows 
o Mac O S  

Getting Started:  
• Setting up your smartpen: 

o Charge your smartpen for about 10-15 minutes by plugging the USB cable 
into a computer or another device that will charge and the other end into the 
top of the smartpen.  

o Turn the pen on by pressing the power button above the display screen  
o Follow the Livescribe guide booklet included in the box to set the 

orientation, right- or left-handed, and the time and date. 
• Navigating your smartpen: 

o All features of the smartpen are accessible by touching the images located 
in the included Livescribe notebook.  

o There are certain key settings and features that you can access from the 
notebook front cover such as: 

 The display brightness 
 Scroll speed 
 Orientation: right- or left-handed writer.  
 Time and date 
 Battery status 
 Audio settings  
 Volume 
 Calculator 

• Navigating the smartpen display menu: 



 

  

o The “NAV PLUS” icon  can be found on the inside front cover or on the 
odd-numbered pages of the notebook. Tapping the center will pull up the 
main menu and you then use the up, down, left and right arrows to find what 
you are looking for in the menu.  

 On the back of this handout there is a full list of menu navigation 
options.  

 When navigating the menu there is no “select” button. Instead, tap on 
the right arrow in the NAV PLUS icon until the option is selected. The 
left arrow navigates back a step. 

• Recording a session: 
o There are two ways to record an audio session: 

 In the main menu, go to “Paper Replay” and “Record new session” 
OR 

 Tap the “record” icon found on the bottom of the odd-numbered 
pages in the Livescribe notebook. 

o The lecture will continue recording until you tap the “stop” icon on the 
bottom of the odd-numbered pages.  

• Create a bookmark during a recording: Bookmark a moment in the recording by 
tapping the “bookmark” star icon located on the bottom of the odd-numbered 
pages. When you press the bookmark star icon a notation is created so when you 
play back the audio you can jump straight to that saved place (see “Navigate to 
bookmarks in your recording” below).  

• Listening to a recording: 
o There are two ways to listen to a recording: 

 Tap in the notes you took in the Livescribe notebook while recording 
the corresponding audio, and the recording will begin playback from 
that spot in the recording when you were writing OR 

 In the main menu, go to “Paper Replay,” then “Play Session” and find 
the session you wish to listen to by the date and time it was 
recorded.  

o While listening to a recording you can:  
 Jump to a place in the recording: Use the “jump to position” 

scrollbar on the bottom of the even-numbered pages to go to a 
specific time in the recording.  

 Adjust playback speed: Slow down the audio you are listening to by 
tapping the “-” on the bottom of the even-numbered pages. Or, speed 
up the audio by tapping the “+” located in the same place. Switch 



 

  

back to the regular speed by tapping the circle in between the + and -
.  

 Navigate to bookmarks in your recording: If you tapped the 
“bookmark” star icon on the bottom of the odd-numbered pages 
during recording, you created a bookmark. While the audio is playing 
back, tap the forward or backward star next to the bookmark star to 
jump to your next or previous bookmark.  

 Pause the playback: Tap the “pause” icon at the bottom of the page, 
then resume by tapping the same icon.  

 Adjust the volume: Tap the volume up, down or mute icons on the 
even-numbered pages.  

• Delete a recorded session:  
o In the main menu, go to “Paper Replay” and “Delete session.” Recordings 

will be organized by the date and time they were recorded.  
o Tap right on the session you want to delete. Tap right again when asked 

“Delete session?” 

Helpful Tips:  
• If you think your smartpen is not working correctly, check the brightness setting 

found on the inside cover. 
• Try it out first! Go ahead and practice a little bit before you try it out in the 

classroom. The smartpen can be difficult at first but gets easier to use with more 
experience.  
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