
 

  

Kurzweil 3000 (Chromebook Extension and 
App)  
What Does it Do? 

• Kurzweil will be available to you in two ways on the Chromebook. The first way is the 
“Read the Web” version which has features related to website text, such as having text 
read aloud to you. The second way is the installed Kurzweil 3000 app, which will give you 
access to many helpful writing tools.  

Getting Started  
Read the Web  

• To use the Read the Web extension: In Google Chrome, select the “Read The Web” 

icon  in the extension bar (located alongside your search/URL bar at the top of the 
browser).  

o You can tell that the extension is active if it is in color in the extension bar. 

• Adjust options: Select the “Options” icon  on the left side of the Kurzweil menu. 
Options include: 

o Voice: Select from different voices and accents. 
o Reading speed: Adjust how fast or slow the text is read aloud. 
o Unit: Adjust how much is read at a time (word, sentence, paragraph)  
o Mode: Select from the following: 

 Continuous: Keeps reading until you select “stop.” 
 Self Paced: Stops after every unit. 
 Word by word: Stops after every word.  

• To read text aloud: Place the cursor in front of where you want to begin reading and 

select the “Read” icon . Press the “Pause” icon to pause the read aloud. 
• Go back or ahead a unit: When the read aloud is paused, select the “Go back one 

reading unit”  and “Go forward one reading unit”  icons.  
• Toggle between audible reading and silent reading: Silent reading mode highlights the 

text and moves the cursor at the same pace as if it were read aloud. Select the “Audible 

Reading/Silent Reading”  icon to toggle between the two modes 

• Translate: Highlight the text you wish to translate and select the “Translate” icon . 
Then select the language you wish to translate to from the dropdown menu. 



 

  

• Dictionary: Highlight the word you want to see a definition for and select the “Dictionary” 

icon . There is a regular dictionary, children’s dictionary, college writer’s dictionary, 
as well as a thesaurus. 

Kurzweil 3000 App  
• To open Kurzweil: In the bottom left-hand corner of the Chromebook screen, select the 

launcher icon , then select the up arrow above the Google search bar, and select 

the Kurzweil 3000 app . If the Chrome browser appears, minimize the window. Log 
in using the credentials found on the background of the Chromebook. 
 

• Writing in a document: 

o Open a document: Select the “Google Drive” icon , and select the 
IRRC Gmail account (if prompted for a password, use the Gmail password on the 
found on the background of the Chromebook). From there you can search for or 
select the document you want to work with.  

o Speech to text: Select the “Speech to Text” icon  to activate the microphone 
and type what you say. There is a lag from talking to typing.  

o Enable word prediction: Select the “Tools” icon  and select the “Word 

Prediction” icon . Words will be predicted in a window to the right as you 
type. You may select words that appear in the prediction window to place them in 
the document. 

o Spell check: Select the “Tools” icon and select the “Spell Check” icon . The 
document will be spell checked. 

o Read text aloud: Move your cursor to where you wish to begin having the text 

read aloud and select the “Read”  icon. 
o Dictionaries/Synonyms/Translations: Highlight the text or word and then select 

the “Reference” icon  and either the “Dictionary,” “Picture Dictionary,” 
“Synonyms,” or “Translations” icon.  

o Saving: When you are finished, select the “Save”  icon and save the 
document to Google Drive.  



 

  

o Premade outlines for writing: Kurzweil offers many different outlines to choose 
from. In the Universal Library, select “Templates” on the left-hand side. You will 
see folders with different categories of templates. Browse the templates and decide 
if they would be helpful and how you can use them to best meet your needs. 

• Annotate/take notes on a PDF: 
o Open a PDF: Select a PDF from Google Drive you wish to annotate or take notes 

on.   
o Create bookmarks: Highlight or place the cursor in the text and select the 

“Bookmark” icon . In the pop-up window, type in your description for the 
bookmark then select “Add.”  

 To access all of your bookmarks, select the “Bookmark” icon again.  

o Highlighting: Select the “Highlighters” icon  and choose to highlight, circle, 

or cross out text. When you are finished, select the “Select”  icon to return to 
normal. 

 Select the “Customize Highlighters” icon to customize your highlights to 
correspond to an outline or to columns.  

o Extracting highlighted text: You may export highlighted text to a new document 
by selecting the “Highlighters” icon and then the “Extract Notes and Highlights” icon 

.  

o Creating a note: Select the “Notes” icon  and select add “Sticky Notes” 
or “Text Notes,” then select where you want the note to appear on the document. 
When you are finished adding notes, select the “Notes” icon again, then select 

“Select Note”  icon to go back to normal.  

 Delete a note by selecting the “Delete Note”  icon and selecting the 
note. 
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