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At the Iowa Reading Research Center, we apply current research for the 
development and dissemination of best practices in literacy instruction and home 
learning so that every student will achieve reading and writing success. We are 
focused on being ready to act quickly and flexibly to meet the literacy learning 
needs of families and educators.

Our research identifies effective ways to teach and 
assess literacy skills. In 2020, a number of our studies 
involved writing instruction to help schools meet the 
new accountability standards of aligning with Iowa’s 
Every Student Succeeds Act plan.

Our efforts to help caregivers take an active role in 
their children’s literacy skill development increased 
exponentially when schools closed in the spring due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. Within days, we adjusted 
our plans to create new content for families. 

Part of our mission to improve the literacy skills of 
all students involves assisting students with dyslexia 
and other reading disabilities.

We developed writing 
prompts and rubrics 
for Grades 1–6 and 
scored the English and 
Spanish responses for the 
Marshalltown CSD. 

We partnered with the 
Ottumwa CSD to study 
a Grade 7 version of our 
Varied Practice Reading 
intervention with a writing 
component. 

We are working with 
the Council Bluffs 
CSD to evaluate the 
effectiveness of its 
middle school writing 
curriculum.

The Small-Group, 
Skills-Based Instruction 
module explains how to 
differentiate instruction for 
each student.

The Effective 
Vocabulary Instruction 
After Reading: Frayer 
Model module is our first 
for both elementary and 
secondary teachers.

The Understanding and 
Observing the Literacy 
Skills Associated with 
Dyslexia module covers 
informally evaluating skills 
associated with dyslexia.

We created resources 
such as a home learning 
guide, book study for 
teens, and writing prompts 
to compliment schools’ 
virtual instruction.

IRRC blog posts 
focused on supporting 
home literacy learning. 
Post frequency increased 
to provide fresh guidance 
each week.

Teachers looked to bolster 
their literacy instructional 
skills via our eLearning. 
Registrations grew by 
424% in the weeks after 
schools closed.

The Iowa Legislature 
passed a dyslexia 
law requiring educators 
to complete the IRRC 
eLearning Dyslexia 
Overview module & 

an IRRC-developed dyslexia specialist 
endorsement.

Our new virtual 
assistive technology 
consultation 
appointment option 
allows us to help more 
children with reading 

disabilities. We demonstrate devices and 
apps to help with reading and writing.

New pages on the 
IRRC website provide 
general information 
about dyslexia and 
the related work we 
are doing. The pages 

also provide information specifically for 
families, educators, and policymakers.

By completing our eLearning modules developed by 
IRRC literacy experts, educators receive professional 
learning anytime and anywhere. eLearning covers 
literacy instructional methods and other relevant 
topics. In 2020, we released three new modules.
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Teacher preparation students and 
families earned dyslexia training 
certification via IRRC eLearning

(+13% from 2019)

1,7561,756

Students participated in IRRC 
research and evaluation studies

(+11% from 2019)

Views of our blog posts  
(+20% from 2019)

248,152248,152

Times IRRC online materials for 
families & educators were accessed 

(+2% from 2019)

56,40356,403

12,99012,990
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4,4184,418
Educators completed an 

eLearning module 
(+437% from 2019)


